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O 
ur last meeting of the year is upon us.  The end of the year raffles are wait-

ing to be won by some lucky members!  Mary won the April 50/50 drawing 

breaking a record string of winnings by Ray.  Now it is time for someone 

(else, I hope) to win our year-end Switch Rod drawing. The second place drawing will 

be for a Cabelas 9’ 5 wt. fly rod. I believe we will have more prizes besides these fly 

rods so make sure you buy your tickets. 

April’s Fly Casting meeting held at Weiser Community Pond was a success for 

those that attended. Expert fly casters from Idaho Anglers (Tim Mansell and Matt 

Brower) and Bucks Bags (Dave Kline) were helpful and appreciated by those that 

took advantage of their help! Idaho Anglers also furnished extra rods that are a lot 

better than the ones I own.  Thanks again for your donation of time and expertise to 

the Indianhead Fly Fishers.  Thanks also to Rod and Lynette for organizing the clean-

up of the pond and to those that helped.  Speaking of clean-ups, we had to cancel 

this year’s Owyhee River Clean-up scheduled for April 30 due to Mother Nature’s 

donation of “lots of water.”  So if you found out about this in Newscasters I hope you 

had a good day on the river! 

Our outing to Pyramid Lake, Nevada was one of the largest turnouts we have had 

at an outing for some time.  Two Hundred Forty Nine (249) fish were landed on 

“Contest Day”-Saturday, April 2 .  Tiffany and Mark S. caught the most (31), I caught 

the first, and Mark T. caught the biggest (14 lbs 2oz.).  Look for pictures in our May 

meeting. Mary is organizing our next outing to Duck Valley the week end of May 21, 

and Al Sillonis is trying to organize a June outing to Magone Lake in Oregon.  Look 

for info elsewhere in this issue. 

The Indianhead Fly Fishers will be participating in a flycasting event hosted by 

Trout Unlimited to raise money to restore a spawning tributary of the South Fork of 

the Boise River. It will be held at Eagle Island on May 14.  Look for more info! 

Our club has been asked to participate in a fishing field day in Emmett at Saw-

yer’s Pond on July 9 . It is being hosted by the U of I Extension Office in Emmett and 

sponsored by many other groups and organizations. It is for kids ranging in age from 

5 to 18. I need someone to volunteer to be chairman for this event! 

I would like to thank you for all the help you have given me this year! It has been 

a pleasure to serve as president of the Indianhead Fly Fishers.  I’m not sure I was as 

enthusiastic this time around.  It was easy for me to run board meetings and mem-

bership meetings because of the people that served as officers and board members, 

including our past presidents. There was always someone to keep me on the 

“straight and narrow.”  The Indianhead Fly Fishers is not only one of the most active 

organizations in Weiser but one of the most respected groups in the Treasure Valley. 

Let’s keep up the good work! We should not have to have the same people hold the 

same offices over and over.    See ya at the next board meeting May 3 or at our last 

meeting of the year May 10 or on the water somewhere sometime!!                                                           

Thanks for your support.        Ole Mike Thomas 
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Prepping for the Season 
Article and photos by Alex Cerveniak 

Here are 19 things you can do right now to do to beat the winter blues and get ready for the upcoming fishing season. 

Remember fishing without a jacket? It's just around the corner. 

HAVE YOU NOTICED? While the snow is slowly disappearing, the number of people fly fishing is at its annual low. Even 

those of us lucky enough to live near an unfrozen body of water aren’t fishing through the winter with the same fre-

quency or zeal that we did during the warmer months. 

But mass restlessness stirs beneath the surface. It won’t be long before you’re reminded how good it felt to have air 

temps above 50 degrees and you’re driving home after work with every window rolled down. Meanwhile bugs are think-

ing the same thing (sort of). 

If every other year has been any lesson, the first days of the fishing season will be here in the blink of an eye, and you’re 

going to want to be ready for them. 

Prep Your Flies 

First things first. Before you start tying or buying flies for the upcoming season, go through your boxes and get rid of the 

experiments gone wrong from last year as well as any with rusted hooks. Organize your boxes so that you can find the fly 

you need, when you need it. And why not take the time to put your contact info on your fly boxes, should you lose them? 

I’ve learned to do this the hard way — twice. 

Fly Line Maintenance 

Take your lines off the spool and clean them. There are many methods. I soak mine in warm dish water, and then thor-

oughly rinse them off a couple times in an effort not to leave any soapy residue on the line. Any residual soapy reside will 

be a magnet for dirt and grime. 

Once they’re thoroughly clean, run the lines through a dry, microfiber cloth as well as your fingers, feeling for any rough 

spots. Rough spots and/or cracks will prevent your line from floating to its maximum potential, as well as hamper it from 

shooting through the guides. If you find a small rough spot or crack every here and there, you can probably squeak an-

other season out of a line. (If you’d like to take a crack at repairing your line, here’s a handy guide.) If most of the line 

appears to be dry-rotted, or has frequent rough spots, it is in your best interest to buy a new line. 

Strip and check your fly lines — and your backing. 

Reel Care 

Once your reels are free of backing and fly line, thoroughly clean off the dirt, sand, or any other debris that might have 

accumulated. Also, clean off any old grease with a degreasing agent or even brake cleaner, which has the advantage of 

evaporating and leaving no residue. Once your reel is sparkling clean, apply some fresh lubricant. Don’t get any type of 

grease or oil on your fly line — or the braking surface of your drag! If taking stuff apart and putting it back together isn’t 

your thing, most reel manufacturers will be happy to service your reel for a nominal fee. If your reel has a sealed drag 

and you’d like to make sure everything inside is in working order for the coming season, you should send it to the manu-

facturer for servicing, as self-servicing a sealed drag will void most warranties. 

Fly Rod Checkup 

There’s not a whole lot to do with rods, but it’s probably a good idea to look your rods over for any signs of stress. Even a 

small nick creates a weak spot. I also like to take an old toothbrush and go over the threads on my reel seat to remove 

any dirt or sand. Clean the entire blank, paying special attention to areas where dirt and grime like to build up, such as 

in the guide feet. Also clean the male and female ferrules with a pipe cleaner or a soft baby-bottle scrubbing brush. 

Clean Out and Organize Your Vest 

"There’s that peanut butter and jelly sandwich I couldn’t find last summer! Still tastes great!" 

Empty out all of the pockets in your vest and organize everything so you can find it on opening day or at 2 a.m. in mid-

June during a hex spinner fall. Make sure you’ve got enough split shot, bobbers, floatant, and indicators to get you 

through at least the first month of the season. Check your vest’s zippers, Velcro, and hydration pack for any signs they 

might need to be repaired or replaced. 

http://www.midcurrent.com/flyfishing/fly_line_repair.aspx
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Leaders 

Whether you build your own leaders or buy the store-bought ones, make sure you’ve got enough leaders in the sizes 

you need them. Throw out old leaders that aren’t made of fluorocarbon (regular nylon degrades rapidly). I usually tend 

to purchase 3X leaders in bulk, as they allow you to go down to 6X without major casting issues. 

If you use knotless tapered leaders, you’ll be interested in this tidbit of advice I learned from TroutHunter co-owner 

Rich Paini at the International Fly Tackle Dealer show. Paini said, "Always cut off the last 18 inches of a tapered leader 

and tie on a new tippet, because the machines have a hard time controlling quality on the end and the strength is un-

predictable." 

When streamer fishing for trout, I usually carry spools of 20-, 14-, 8- and 6-pound fluorocarbon and build my leaders 

on stream. For most water conditions, I use an 18-inch, 20-pound butt section blood-knotted to about 24-inches of 12

-pound test. As water clarity increases, I lengthen my leader and go to a lighter pound test, usually 14 and 6. If water 

is very stained or silty, I will often use straight 20-pound test. When using streamers for warmwater species such as 

largemouth bass and northern pike, my leader is usually around 6-feet long, and tapered from 14- to 6-pound test. If 

you’re fishing heavy cover, don’t be afraid to shorten your leader to as little as 3-feet, and you can go as high as 20-

pound test. You’ll need it. 

When targeting carp, I like to use the longest leader I can comfortably cast, which is about 12 to 14-feet, tapered from 

20- to 8-pound test. 

Tippets 

As you did with leaders, make sure you’ve got enough tippet to get you through the first month of the season. Most 

anglers I know carry the basics — single spools of tippet from 4X to 7X. 

Check Your Thermometer 

If you’re a diehard trout fisherman or a dedicated bass angler, you know water temperature is everything.  So buy a 

thermometer if you don’t already have one.  If you do have one, test it.  Unfortunately for me, the water everywhere I 

fished for the first few weeks of 2007 was 60 degrees ( I had assumed thermometers never stopped working).  Most 

people aren’t carrying around a calibration kit for their pocket thermometer, so a good way to check is to turn your 

kitchen sink on and set the water to a temp that feels about body temperature—not hot, not cold.  Your thermometer 

should read about 98 degrees F.  Next, run straight cold water to make sure your thermometer indicates the water is 

getting colder. 

Time spent finding potential new water and planning access is not time wasted. 

Waders 

Check your waders for leaks in the tub by folding the top closed and completely submerging them.  If you see any bub-

bles coming out of them, they have a lead.  Some manufacturers supply a wader repair patch with instructions for use, 

or you can patch a hole by coating it with Aqua seal.  If you go the self-repair route, be sure that it won’t void your 

manufacturer’s warranty.  The other—and best—option is to send them to the manufacturer to be serviced. 

And I probably don’t need to mention this, but if you noticed a foul aroma when you were checking your waders for 

leaks.  It’s a good time to wash them.  Most wader manufacturers have a recommended procedure for washing wad-

ers on their Web site. 

Recon   

This is where it starts to get fun.  Study aerials or topo maps.  This is a great way to kill time in the off season.  I’ve 

already found several areas that I’m excited to explore when the weather warms this spring, not to mention some bet-

ter ways to get to spots I’ve already fished.  Check out hatch charts if you’re going to fish a new area. 

Knots   

Practice tying knots that you’ll use on a regular basis.  An old timer once told me that if you can’t tie a particular knot 

perfectly in the dark, you haven’t got it down yet.  Every angler should have at least one knot mastered for making 

each of these connections:  leader to fly line, tippet to leader, fly to tippet, and a loop knot for attaching streamers to 

tippet. 
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Get Legal 

I threw streamers with the president of an anonymous chapter of Trout Unlimited a few seasons ago, the day after the pre-

vious year’s fishing license expired. We were having lunch afterward and I commented on the new season’s license color. 

Suddenly, he looked like he saw a ghost. Yup, he forgot to renew his license. If your state’s fishing licenses expire in the 

spring, make sure you don’t forget to renew your license. 

Check Your Float Tube, Pontoon, Boat (or Stand-Up Paddleboard) 

I can’t think of many things that would be worse than than to pack a watercraft into a backcountry stream or pond, only to 

find out it has a leak as you start to work your way away from the shoreline. Check air bladders for leaks, clean out pock-

ets and check hardware and frame components for signs of wear now, while there is still time to order replacement parts. 

More complicated vessels like boats have a way of breaking all by themselves in the dead of winter (think batteries and 

electronics). 

Waterproof Stuff 

There are several waterproofing products on the market. Re-treat your rain gear, and any other gear such as tents, camera 

bags, vests and backpacks with a water-repelling agent. And by the way, many waterproof surfaces are less waterproof 

when dirty; wash the gear that benefits from a good soaking. 

Check Sunglasses 

Make sure you can find your polarized sunglasses. Wipe them off and put them in your vest; no one should fly fish without 

protective lenses. And maybe it’s time for an upgrade. Many inexpensive sunglasses don’t offer any UV protection, and 

most have very poor optics — making keeping track of those early spring BWOs almost impossible. And if you do decided to 

get a new pair of sunglasses, you’re in luck: manufacturers now make tons of frame and lens sizes. Try a pair on before 

deciding whether they fit your face and offer the right combination of glare and wind protection you need. 

Practice Casting 

Take your rod outside and practice casting. If you don’t fly fish year round it won’t hurt to knock a little rust off before 

you’re casting in actual fishing conditions. If you’ve got the extra money, the off-season is a great time to take a few cast-

ing lessons. 

Brown Drakes are just around the corner. 

Set a Goal 

It doesn’t always relieve the symptoms of cabin fever (it may actually make them worse), but setting goals for the upcom-

ing fishing season is another great way to pass the time during the off-season. One year, after realizing that nymphing was 

my weakness, I made the goal to only fish nymphs for an entire season. If you’re unsure what goal you want to set, there 

are a plethora of options. You can pick anything from fishing a certain number of days, to catching a certain number of fish 

species, to fishing a certain number of places, or maybe just to focus on ditching the numbers and focusing on a higher 

quality fishing experience. 

Plan Variety 

Last but definitely not least, you can beat the winter blues easily by planning for a trip to somewhere you’ve never been. If 

you’re a trout bum, think about the beach. If you’re tired of all that sunlight, book a trip to the mountains and fish the eve-

ning twilight. 

It’s all good. And spring is almost here. 

Welcome New Members 

Candy Howard - Is a friend of member Mike Bishop.  She is retired and says she likes all types of fishing, and 

can fish mostly any time, but prefers spring and summer. 

Rory Caldwell - Is married and has a three-year-old son. His family enjoys outdoor activities.  He has done a  

little fly fishing and likes trout and steelhead fishing the most.  He is available to fish on the weekends. 
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IFF CLUB OUTING 

May 20, 21, at Mountain View Reservoir, Duck Valley Indian Reservation 

Reservations have been made for 8 RV campsites with electricity @ $12.50 a night. 

Four sites have been reserved beginning May 18—22.  Please contact me by May 1, if you are 

planning on attending and the days you will be staying.                                                                                

I will need to let them know how many sites we will require.  

Mary Thompson 208-608-0067 

reel.fun@hotmail.com 

Fly Casting Tournament 

Indianhead Fly Fishers will be sending two teams of four to the Ted Trueblood Chapter Fly Casting 

Tournament.    This is a fundraiser to obtain matching funds and complete the $123,000 Pierce Creek 

culvert replacement where it meets the South Fork Boise River just upstream from Danskin Bridge. 

There will be a $25 entry fee for all observers, which will include:  Catered lunch and morning coffee/

juice/light breakfast by Willow Creek Grill; $5 Eagle Island State Park entrance fee; Watch the tourna-

ment competition; First priority for the “casting for fun” period following team competition; does not 

compete for team prizes; Advance purchase only at www.tedtruebloodtu.org/flycasting.  

Plan on attending and supporting the IFF teams:  Team 1:  Perry Kelley, Mark Thompson, Jim Gulu,  

Ray Perkins; Team 2:  Mary Thompson, Rod Jones, Marv Orwig, Mike Thomas. 

 

Drawing for the Membership Raffle - May 10 

Sage 6 wt. 11’6” Switch Rod 

$800  Value 

Built by Marv Orwig 

also drawing for  

Cabela’s 2 piece 5 wt. with reel, backing and line 

and a couple of more prizes!  Don’t miss out! 

Last Chance!!!! 



Coming  Events 

May 3—IFF Board,                

 Beehive 7 pm 

 May 10 -  IFF Membership            

 Idaho Pizza                                   

 6 pm  Fly tying Demo           

 7 pm  Program 

May 14—Fly Casting                

 Competition,           

 Island Park 

May 16—Fly Tying 7 pm                

 Weiser Library 

May 21 -  Outing                 

Mountain View, 

Res.                

Duck Valley     

Indian Reserva-

tion 

 

  

P.O. Box 734                 

Weiser, Idaho 83672 

A fishing rod is a stick with a hook at one end and a fool at the other. 

          Attributed to Samuel Johnson 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3IFF 

Board 

4 5 6 7 

8 9 10IFF 

Member  
11 12 13 14 

15 16 17IFF  

Fly Tying 

18 19 20 21        

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

May 2011 

Remember back 

then?  A lot has 

happened since the-

ses pictures were 

taken. 


